Election Communication from Councillor James Abbott
Green Party Candidate for Braintree Constituency
at the General Election 5th May 2005
_______________________________________________________________________________________

“Politicians are all the same and they don’t keep their promises”

More and more people feel this way; let down by Governments. Hardly surprising after the Tories (Poll Tax, Rail Privatisation, 3 million unemployed) and now New Labour (War in Iraq, More Privatisation, Failure to protect the Environment).

Some of the things Labour and Tory Governments have done have had benefits – but on so many major issues, they have got elected on false promises and have done things they never mentioned in their manifestos.

It does not have to be this way. There is no automatic right for the “main parties” to keep control. Increasingly, people are looking to other parties to represent them and across Britain, the Green Party is winning seats at elections and working hard for communities to deliver on people’s Real priorities.

Greens believe in honest politics and clear policies that give people a choice. That’s why we talk about Real Progress. 

Tony Blair thinks it is progress to start wars and to increase arms sales.
Greens believe Real Progress is working for peace and disarmament and developing Fair Trade that helps the world’s poor and reduces instability.

Labour and Conservatives think that building ever more roads for ever more cars and ever bigger airports for ever more jets is progress.

Greens recognise this is unsustainable and that unless we control resource consumption and greenhouse gas emissions, future generations are going to struggle to have a world worth living in. 
Real Progress is developing clean energy and sustainable transport that cuts pollution and congestion – so everyone benefits. 

Braintree Constituency is a good place to live. But our way of life and countryside is under threat. Some development is good – for local affordable housing and more local jobs. But what Labour is proposing is potentially the largest airport in the world at Stansted, over 130,000 more houses in Essex and thousands of acres of countryside being bulldozed for major roads. A strong Green voice in Parliament and on Councils will challenge this and make the positive case for decisions that benefit people and the environment.
On May 5th I hope you will join the growing number of people who are moving to the Greens – and voting for Real Progress. 

              Yours sincerely,                                                    James Abbott
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Green priorities: 

PEOPLE   PLANET   PEACE
- Greens have always opposed the Iraq war that has caused so much death and destruction. Tony Blair misled Britain to support George Bush in an illegal war.

- Green MSPs and MEPs support peace, arms control and Fair Trade, working to make the world more stable, reducing the causes of tension and forced migration.
- Green Councillors are working with local communities and groups to oppose the Labour Governments’ excessive plans for expansion at Stansted, more roads through the Essex countryside and 1/2 million more houses in Eastern Region.

- Greens support affordable housing for local need, improved public transport, safer roads and more local jobs – for sustainable communities.

- The Green Party is opposed to more privatisation in public services. 

- Greens support an NHS that is free at the point of delivery, paid for by taxation.

- The Government needs to be tackled over its failure to take climate change seriously. Tony Blair says he cares about the future of the planet, yet he personally supports more runways at Stansted. Greenhouse gas emissions have gone UP under Labour, adding to climate change, more flooding, sea level rise and extreme weather.

- The Green Party has strong policies to tackle the threat of climate change. The Greens will switch £30 billion from the road building programme of the Government into improving the railways and buses, making roads safer and cutting traffic congestion. Greens will introduce “polluter pays” taxes on aviation. Green policies will reduce UK emissions through investment in solar and wind energy technologies and action to cut energy wastage – a green energy revolution that will create new jobs.

In Braintree Constituency, elected Green Councillors are working for:

· More police on the beat to prevent crime before it happens

· No incinerator or major waste plant on Rivenhall Airfield

· Better recycling facilities for everyone

· A120 on-line with bypasses solution - NO to the Highways Agency southern route 

· Investment in the Braintree Branch line to increase capacity

· Protection of our countryside from any more urban sprawl

· Affordable housing for local people on town and small village sites

· Keeping mid-Essex community hospital facilities open

· Safer Journeys Schemes and 20mph zones for ALL schools

· Improving rural services and keeping local post offices and shops 

· More local organic food, better school meals and a GM – free Essex       

If you would like a poster, manifesto or to pledge support for the Greens in Braintree Constituency, please telephone 01376 584576. For up to date news on the election and campaigns, please visit www.greenparty.org.uk
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